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2    Let Freedom Ring 

Dear Educator, 
 
As you make plans for your students to attend an upcoming presentation of the Arts for Youth program at the Lancaster 
Performing Arts Center, we invite you to prepare your students by using this guide to assure that from beginning to end; 
the experience is both memorable and educationally enriching. 
 
The material in this guide is for you the teacher, and will assist you in preparing your students before the day of the 
event, and extending the educational value to beyond the walls of the theatre. We provide activity and/or discussion 
ideas, and other resources that will help to prepare your students to better understand and enjoy what they are about 
to see, and to help them connect what they see on stage to their studies. We also encourage you to discuss important 
aspects of the artistic experience, including audience etiquette. 
 
We hope that your students find their imagination comes alive as lights shine, curtains open, and applause rings through 
Lancaster Performing Arts Center. As importantly, we hope that this Curriculum Guide helps you to bring the arts alive in 
your classroom! 
 
Thank you for helping us to make a difference in the lives of our Antelope Valley youth. 
 
Arts for Youth Program 
Lancaster Performing Arts Center, City of Lancaster 

Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................................ 2 

Overview of the California Content Standards for Public Schools .......................................................................................... 3 

Theatre Etiquette .................................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Be a Theatre Critic ................................................................................................................................................................... 7 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ YƴƻǿΚ.................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Summary ................................................................................................................................................................................. 9 

Play Your Part ........................................................................................................................................................................ 11 

Words to Know ..................................................................................................................................................................... 12 

Suggestions for Discussion .................................................................................................................................................... 13 

 

Arts for Youth is the title for K-12 educational programs at Lancaster Performing Arts Center 
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Our Arts for Youth program addresses and supports California Content Standards for K-12 education. 

 History: Grade 5 

o 5.2 Students trace the routes of early explorers and describe the early explorations of the Americas. 

o 5.3 Students describe the cooperation and conflict that existed among the American Indians and 

between the Indian nations and the new settlers. 

 History: Grade 8 

o  8.1 Students understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation and relate their 

significance to the development of American constitutional democracy. 

o 8.2 Students analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and compare the 

enumerated and implied powers of the federal government. 

o 8.3 Students understand the foundation of the American political system and the ways in which citizens 

participate in it. 

o 8.4 Students analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new nation. 

o 8.5 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy in the early Republic. 

o 8.6 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the 

challenges they faced, with emphasis on the Northeast. 

o 8.7 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the South from 1800 to the mid-

1800s and the challenges they faced. 

o 8.8 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the West from 1800 to the mid-

1800s and the challenges they faced. 

o 8.9 Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and to realize the ideals of the 

Declaration of Independence. 

o 8.10 Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of the Civil War. 

o 8.11 Students analyze the character and lasting consequences of Reconstruction. 
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o 8.12 Students analyze the transformation of the American economy and the chang­ing social and 

political conditions in the United States in response to the Indus­trial Revolution. 

 History: Grade 11 

o 11.1 Students analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts to realize the 

philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence. 

o 11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban 

migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe. 

o 11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and 

political impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty. 

o 11.10 Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights. 

 History: Grade 12 

o 12.1 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed 

in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy. 

o 12.2 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations 

as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are secured. 

o 12.3 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on what the fundamental values and principles of 

civil society are (i.e., the autonomous sphere of voluntary personal, social, and economic relations that 

are not part of government), their interdependence, and the meaning and importance of those values 

and principles for a free society. 

o 12.4 Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as 

established by the U.S. Constitution. 

o 12.5 Students summarize landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its 

amendments. 

o 12.10 Students formulate questions about and defend their analyses of tensions within our 

constitutional democracy and the importance of maintaining a balance between the following concepts: 

majority rule and individual rights; liberty and equality; state and national authority in a federal system; 

civil disobedience and the rule of law; freedom of the press and the right to a fair trial; the relationship 

of religion and government. 
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 VPA, Theatre: Grade 2 

o 1.0 Artistic Perception 

Á Development of the Vocabulary of Theatre, 1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as plot 

(beginning, middle, and end), scene, sets, conflict, script, and audience, to describe theatrical 

experiences . 

o 3.0 Historical and Cultural Context 

Á Role and Cultural Significance of Theatre, 3.1 Identify theatre and storytelling forms from 

different cultures. 

 VPA, Theatre: Grade 5 

o 3.0 Historical and Cultural Context 

Á Role and Cultural Significance of Theatre, 3.2 Interpret how theatre and storytelling forms (past 

and present) of various cultural groups may reflect their beliefs and traditions. 

 

Content standards adopted by the California State Board of Education. For more information, visit: 

http://www.lpac.org/arts-for-youth.cfm 

 

http://www.lpac.org/arts-for-youth.cfm
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 Arrive on time 

Plan for possible delays in travel and parking. Please arrive 30 minutes prior to show time. 

 Students: Leave recording devices of any kind at home or in your backpack at school 

Video or audio recording and photography, including camera phones, are often prohibited by law and may 

disrupt the performance.  They are not permitted and are considered very rude to the others around you. 

 Teachers: Turn off or silence all personal electronics 

Beeps, clicks, tones and buzzes and light pollution emanated by personal electronics such as watches, pagers, 

Bluetooth devices, cell phones, etc. interrupt the performance and spoil the theatre experience. 

 Observe the instructions of ushers 

The ushers are present to offer assistance, ensure rules are observed and provide guidance in the case of an 

emergency evacuation.  Please show them consideration.  You will be asked to exit to the left of the theatre at 

the end of the performance. 

 Be respectful 

While entering and exiting the theatre:  Put your hands in your pockets or behind your back.  Talk very quietly.   

Once seated: Do not talk.   Keep your feet on the ground.  Put your hands in your lap or fold your arms. 

 Abstain from eating or drinking inside the theatre 

Crackling wrappers and containers and food messes in the auditorium are unwelcome.  Food, candy, gum and 

drinks should never be brought inside the theatre. 

 Avoid talking, waving and shouting during the performance 

Laughing and applauding are encouraged at appropriate times. Shouting to actors/friends is disrespectful to 

others.  Save personal conversation for after the show. 

If you must talk, please whisper very quietly. 

 Do not exit the auditorium during the performance except in the case of emergency 

If you must leave, please wait for an appropriate break in the performance.  Teachers, please arrive early enough 

to escort students to the restroom prior to the start of the show. 

 Do not get onto the stage or place items on the edge of the stage 

To ensure the safety and security of performers and audiences, this behavior is strictly prohibited unless expressly 

permitted by a performer or staff member. 
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 Dispose of garbage in proper receptacles 

Help preserve a pleasant environment by depositing all debris in appropriate receptacles. 

 Extend common courtesy and respect to your fellow audience members 

Civility creates a comfortable and welcoming theatre experience for all. 

 Bring very small children only to age-appropriate performances 

Small children easily become restless at programs intended for older children, and may cause distractions. 

 

 

During the performance watch for:  

ω Facial expressions and actions 

ω Costumes 

ω Props 

ω Music and sound effects 

ω Vivid stories and word pictures 

Let Freedom Ring ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘŜŘ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ Lǘǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 

colorful quilt, is a compilation of authentic folk songs and significant moments in history. Native Americans, pilgrims, 

early settlers, pioneers and many other groups of immigrants over the centuries give Let Freedom Ring its rich texture 

and brilliant hue. It is embroidered with humor and drama, and framed with the energy, determination, and courage of 

those who helped shape our history. 

 

Let Freedom Ring was written and originally presented in 1976 as a kind of birthday present to America in its 

bicentennial year. Since then, it has enjoyŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭǎΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ŧƻƭƪ ǎƻƴƎǎ  


