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2    Madeline and the Bad Hat 

Dear Educator, 
 
As you make plans for your students to attend an upcoming presentation of the Arts for Youth program at the Lancaster 
Performing Arts Center, we invite you to prepare your students by using this guide to assure that from beginning to end; 
the experience is both memorable and educationally enriching. 
 
The material in this guide is for you the teacher, and will assist you in preparing your students before the day of the 
event, and extending the educational value to beyond the walls of the theatre. We provide activity and/or discussion 
ideas, and other resources that will help to prepare your students to better understand and enjoy what they are about 
to see, and to help them connect what they see on stage to their studies. We also encourage you to discuss important 
aspects of the artistic experience, including audience etiquette. 
 
We hope that your students find their imagination comes alive as lights shine, curtains open, and applause rings through 
Lancaster Performing Arts Center. As importantly, we hope that this Curriculum Guide helps you to bring the arts alive in 
your classroom! 
 
Thank you for helping us to make a difference in the lives of our Antelope Valley youth. 
 
Arts for Youth Program 
Lancaster Performing Arts Center, City of Lancaster 

Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................................ 2 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƴǎƛŘŜΥ ......................................................................................................................................................................... 2 

Overview of the California Content Standards for Public Schools .......................................................................................... 3 

Theatre Etiquette .................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Be a Theatre Critic ................................................................................................................................................................... 5 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ YƴƻǿΚ.................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Play Your Part .......................................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Creating a Musical Theatre Production .................................................................................................................................. 7 

Learning Activity ...................................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Meet the Characters ............................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Arts for Youth is the title for K-12 educational programs at Lancaster Performing Arts Center 
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Our Arts for Youth program addresses and supports California Content Standards for K-12 education. 

 VPA, Theatre: Grade 2 

o 1.0 Artistic Perception 

Á Development of the Vocabulary of Theatre, 1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as plot 

(beginning, middle, and end), scene, sets, conflict, script, and audience, to describe theatrical 

experiences. 

o 3.0 Historical and Cultural Context 

Á Role and Cultural Significance of Theatre, 3.1 Identify theatre and storytelling forms from 

different cultures. 

 VPA, Theatre: Grade 5 

o 3.0 Historical and Cultural Context 

Á Role and Cultural Significance of Theatre, 3.2 Interpret how theatre and storytelling forms (past 

and present) of various cultural groups may reflect their beliefs and traditions. 

 English-Language Arts: Kindergarten 

o Reading 

Á 3.1 Distinguish fantasy from realistic text. 

Á 3.3 Identify characters, settings, and important events. 

 English-Language Arts: Grade 2 

o Listening and Speaking 

Á 1.5 Organize presentations to maintain clear focus. 

Á 1.7 Recount experiences in logical sequence. 

Á 1.8 Retell stories, including characters, setting, and plot. 

Á 1.9 Report on a topic with supportive facts and details. 

 

Content standards adopted by the California State Board of Education. For more information, visit: 

http://www.lpac.org/arts-for-youth.cfm 

http://www.lpac.org/arts-for-youth.cfm
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 Arrive on time 

Plan for possible delays in travel and parking. Please arrive 30 minutes prior to show time. 

 Students: Leave recording devices of any kind at home or in your backpack at school 

Video or audio recording and photography, including camera phones, are often prohibited by law and may 

disrupt the performance.  They are not permitted and are considered very rude to the others around you. 

 Teachers: Turn off or silence all personal electronics 

Beeps, clicks, tones and buzzes and light pollution emanated by personal electronics such as watches, pagers, 

Bluetooth devices, cell phones, etc. interrupt the performance and spoil the theatre experience. 

 Observe the instructions of ushers 

The ushers are present to offer assistance, ensure rules are observed and provide guidance in the case of an 

emergency evacuation.  Please show them consideration.  You will be asked to exit to the left of the theatre at 

the end of the performance. 

 Be respectful 

While entering and exiting the theatre:  Put your hands in your pockets or behind your back.  Talk very quietly.   

Once seated: Do not talk.   Keep your feet on the ground.  Put your hands in your lap or fold your arms. 

 Abstain from eating or drinking inside the theatre 

Crackling wrappers and containers and food messes in the auditorium are unwelcome.  Food, candy, gum and 

drinks should never be brought inside the theatre. 

 Avoid talking, waving and shouting during the performance 

Laughing and applauding are encouraged at appropriate times. Shouting to actors/friends is disrespectful to 

others.  Save personal conversation for after the show. 

If you must talk, please whisper very quietly. 

 Do not exit the auditorium during the performance except in the case of emergency 

If you must leave, please wait for an appropriate break in the performance.  Teachers, please arrive early enough 

to escort students to the restroom prior to the start of the show. 

 Do not get onto the stage or place items on the edge of the stage 

To ensure the safety and security of performers and audiences, this behavior is strictly prohibited unless expressly 

permitted by a performer or staff member. 
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 Dispose of garbage in proper receptacles 

Help preserve a pleasant environment by depositing all debris in appropriate receptacles. 

 Extend common courtesy and respect to your fellow audience members 

Civility creates a comfortable and welcoming theatre experience for all. 

 Bring very small children only to age-appropriate performances 

Small children easily become restless at programs intended for older children, and may cause distractions. 

 

During the performance watch for:  

ω Facial expressions and actions 

ω Costumes 

ω Props 

ω Music and sound effects 

ω Vivid stories and word pictures 

¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭƻǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ 

in boldface type. 

Because Madeline and the Bad Hat is a musical τ a story in which actors speak and sing to tell the story τ the words 

and songs tell the audience about the plot, setting, and characters. Madeline is a student of Miss Clavel at a boarding 

school for girls in Paris, France. When the Spanish Ambassador and his son Pepito move in next door to the school, 

everyone is excited by the thought of a new friend. But Pepito turns out to be trouble. He shoots down kites with his 

slingshot, captures animals, and ǎǇƭŀǎƘŜǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜΦ .ƻǘƘ aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎ /ƭŀǾŜƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ tŜǇƛǘƻ ƛǎ ŀ άōŀŘ 

ƘŀǘΣέ ƻǊ ŀ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜƳŀƪŜǊΦ aƛǎǎ /ƭŀǾŜƭ ǎƻƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ tŜǇƛǘƻ ƳƛǎōŜƘŀǾŜǎΦ aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

aƛǎǎ /ƭŀǾŜƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ tŜǇƛǘƻΩǎ ōŀŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ tŜǇƛǘƻΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

boy needs more than anything else. 
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Think about what it would be like to live at the school you attend. How would it feel to live with your classmates and not 

have your family with you? Do you think you would like to live with just your classmates? 

¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΤ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΗ ¸ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭΦ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

includes accepting certain theatre ways, or conventions: 

1. Actors tell the story with words (dialogue), actions (blocking), and songs. 

2. Actors may sing songs that tell about the story or their feelings. 

3. Actors may speak to the audience. 

4. An actor may play several different characters (doubling) by changing their voice, costume or posture. 

5. Places are suggested by panels on the set, and by props. 

 

 

How to play your part: 

A play is different from television or a movie. The actors are right in front of you and can see your reactions, feel your 

attention, and hear your laughter and applause. Watch and listen carefully to understand the story. The story is told by 

the actors and comes to life through your imagination. 
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The Author 

Ludwig Bemelmans wrote ǘƘŜ άaŀŘŜƭƛƴŜέ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфоф ǘƻ мфсмΦ Wǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

character Pepito, Bemelmans admits that he, too, was a troublemaker while growing 

up. He died in 1962, but children and adults still enjoy the many books he wrote.  

To learn more about Ludwig Bemelmans go to: 

http://us.penguingroup.com/static/packages/us/yreaders/madeline/bio.htm 

 

Changing the Page for the Stage 

¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀŘ Iŀǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ [ǳŘǿƛƎ .ŜƳŜƭƳŀƴǎΩ ōƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ book 

provides the story for the musical. Some characters and events remain the same, but there are some changes and 

additions. 

The changes and additions that turn a book into a play are made by the theatre company, ArtsPower National Touring 

Theatre. 

 The playwright writes the lines and lyrics. 

 The composer writes the music. 

 The actors audition for parts and memorize lines and songs. 

 The designers create sets, costumes, and lighting. 

 The director rehearses the actors and makes artistic decisions. 

 The stage manager oversees all backstage elements of a show. 

 The producers manage the money and all the workers. 

 

Doubling 

Lƴ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ άŘƻǳōƭƛƴƎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƻǊ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ Ǉƭŀȅǎ tŜǇƛǘƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ 

flower seller and a dance instructor. The actor who plays the Spanish Ambassador doubles as a gendarme [pronounced 

zjahn-DARM], or French policeman, an art student, and Phillipe, a cook.  

Author Ludwig Bemelmans in 1955 
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During the performance, watch for the ways the actors change their voices, bodies, and costumes to play different 

characters. 

CƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ !ǊǘǎtƻǿŜǊΩǎ aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀŘ IŀǘΦ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

book by Ludwig Bemelmans to the right. The words in the speech bubbles above each illustration are lines of dialogue 

from the play. 

 

Madeline 

άYou miss your father, Pepito. See, a Spanish gentleman can be lonely.έ  

 

Pepito 

άA Spanish gentleman is never lonely.έ 

 

Miss Clavel 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŀ ΨōŀŘ ƘŀǘΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ that way sometimes because he just wants 

ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

The Spanish Ambassador 

ά̧ ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ǎŜŜ ƳŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǎ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊΦέ


